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A postscript seems in order on the 
subject of George C. Wallace’s views 
about American policy before, during 
and after World War II. 

The subject wa9 raised here back in 
April, in recounting an interview I 
held at that time with the Alabama 
governor, in which he espoused what 
this reporter called “a conspiratorial 
view of history which made it seem 
that American governments for the 
past two generations had been, wit- 
tingly or unwittingly, the agents of in- 
ternational communism.” 

' TJie key quotations from Wallace 
were these: 

“That’s what’s at the root of it— com- 
munism, and we’re the ones who let 
th6 Communists take over Eastern Eu- 
rope. I knew even when I was just a 
kid in the barracks that communism 
was the real enemy. Hitler was bad, 
but if it hadn’t been Hitler, it would 
have been someone else, Schultz- or 
someone, leading the Germans/ We 
brought Hitler to power by our own 
vengeful Versailles treaty. . 

“Then When Hitler fought Russia, we 
were the ones who saved Russia. If it 
hadn’t been for our aid, the German^ 
and ’the Russians might have, fought 
each other to death. And then we de- 
stroyed and disarmed Japan, which 
could have been a buffer to Russian 
power in the Far East.” 

A few weeks later, The Washington 
Post obtained a copy of the transcript 
of an interview Wallace had granted a 
group of visiting foreign journalists in 
Montgomery on March 3 of this year. 
The Post headlined that Wallace had 
said, “I think we . were fighting the 
wrong people, maybe, in World War 
II,” and had told a Japanese corre- 
spondent, “I wish we’d . been on the 
same side in World War II.” 

That news story (written by an able 
and professional colleague of mine) 
has itself become a subject of contro- 
versy. The' Post’s ombudsman, Charles 
Seib, whose job it is to criticize in the 
pages ✓of The Post the performance of 
the newspaper, has written that by 
linking two sentences far removed 
from each other in the interview tran- 
script^ Tlie Post denied Wallace “a fan* 


shake.” 

i Without trying to arbitrate the dis- 
pute, there are two points that ought 
to be made. In the quoted paragraphs 
of this reporter s April interview with 
Wallace, whose accuracy has not been 
questioned, the governor is clearly 
charging that it was mistaken Ameri- 
can policy after World War II which 
allowed Russia to expand its empire 
and its influence. 

,„™ at interview clearly implies what 
Wallace explicitly said to the foreign 
correspondents-that the real enemy 
of the United States was not the totali- 
tarian regimes in Germany and Japan 
but. the Communist threat from Rus- 
sia. 

If there is any doubt about Wallace’s 
views, some evidence disclosed last 
week by Sen. Thomas McIntyre (D- 
N.H.) is worth consideration. McIntyre 
had strongly condemned Wallace’s po- 
sition, on the basis of the now-contro- 
versial news story in The Post, and de- 
cided to do further research to see if 
he had inadvertently misrepresented 
the governor’s views. 

In doing so, McIntyre told the Sen- 
ate last week, his attention was- called 
to the following passage from Marshall 
M-ady s highly praised 1968 biography, 
Wallace. ’ It recounts a visit by the 
governor to the Amen Club in Pitts- 
burgh in the spring of 1967. 

“One of the club’s officers wandered 
over, Frady wrote, “and, introducing 
himself, happened to mention that h< 
had been born in Germany. Wallace 
quickly said, ‘Yeah, you know they m a 
neuvered us into fighting the enemiej 
of cpmmunism back during World Wai 
11 . I he Germans and the Japanese 
were a mighty brave people, they were 

mighty brave soldiers.’ 

“.‘AH these organizations that arc 
against our .being in Vietnam now 

ti°™ e f °u f th6m are the same organiza- 
Were allf F war back there 
in !1940. It just so happens that the war 
today involves Communists. I’m sorry 
it was necessary for us to fight agahiH 
“£ ose u* an ^ 1 ’C°mmunist nations. I 
thought that back then. Hell, "we 

Sl h p Ve been in those trenches 
them BolsheX n !’:- th y ’ a11 ’. fi ® hti “’ 
Frady told McIntyre’s staff that the 
quotation he set down was what he 
heard Wallace say While “standing 
light at his elbow.” That means that at 
least three times on the public record'. 
Wallace has volunteered the observa- 
tion that the United States misidenti- 
iied its real enemy in World War IL 
.: A The . transcript of Wallace’s March 
interview with the foreign correspond- 
ents is a revealing document, not only 
on his attitude toward India, Yugosla- 
via, the Scandinavian countries and 
other nations, but on his views of pov- 
erty and infant mortality in his own 
state. When the governor becomes a 
candidate, it will bear further scrutiny 
by anyone who wishes to learn more 
about the character and outlook of this 
presidential aspirant 


